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The Wolverhampton Military Studies Series
Series Editor’s Preface

�

As series editor, it is my great pleasure to introduce the Wolverhampton Military Studies 
Series to you. Our intention is that in this series of books you will find military history 
that is new and innovative, and academically rigorous with a strong basis in fact and in 
analytical research, but also is the kind of military history that is for all readers, what-
ever their particular interests, or their level of interest in the subject. To paraphrase an 
old aphorism: a military history book is not less important just because it is popular, 
and it is not more scholarly just because it is dull. With every one of our publications 
we want to bring you the kind of military history that you will want to read simply 
because it is a good and well-written book, as well as bringing new light, new perspec-
tives, and new factual evidence to its subject. 

In devising the Wolverhampton Military Studies Series, we gave much thought to 
the series title: this is a military series. We take the view that history is everything 
except the things that have not happened yet, and even then a good book about the 
military aspects of the future would find its way into this series. We are not bound 
to any particular time period or cut-off date. Writing military history often divides 
quite sharply into eras, from the modern through the early modern to the mediaeval 
and ancient; and into regions or continents, with a division between western mili-
tary history and the military history of other countries and cultures being particu-
larly marked. Inevitably, we have had to start somewhere, and the first books of the 
series deal with British military topics and events of the twentieth century and later 
nineteenth century. But this series is open to any book that challenges received and 
accepted ideas about any aspect of military history, and does so in a way that encour-
ages its readers to enjoy the discovery.

In the same way, this series is not limited to being about wars, or about grand 
strategy, or wider defence matters, or the sociology of armed forces as institutions, 
or civilian society and culture at war. None of these are specifically excluded, and in 
some cases they play an important part in the books that comprise our series. But there 
are already many books in existence, some of them of the highest scholarly standards, 
which cater to these particular approaches. The main theme of the Wolverhampton 
Military Studies Series is the military aspects of wars, the preparation for wars or their 
prevention, and their aftermath. This includes some books whose main theme is the 
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technical details of how armed forces have worked, some books on wars and battles, 
and some books that re-examine the evidence about the existing stories, to show in a 
different light what everyone thought they already knew and understood. 

As series editor, together with my fellow editorial board members, and our 
publisher Duncan Rogers of Helion, I have found that we have known immediately 
and almost by instinct the kind of books that fit within this series. They are very much 
the kind of well-written and challenging books that my students at the University 
of Wolverhampton would want to read. They are books which enhance knowledge 
and offer new perspectives. Also, they are books for anyone with an interest in mili-
tary history and events, from expert scholars to occasional readers. One of the great 
benefits of the study of military history is that it includes a large and often committed 
section of the wider population, who want to read the best military history that they 
can find; our aim for this series is to provide it.
� Stephen Badsey 
� University of Wolverhampton
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Introduction

�

Botha’s memory is the shared heritage of all South Africans.
                                    Smuts on Botha1 

Botha is not our hero and cannot be a hero of a democratic South Africa.
                                          Malema on Botha2

The biographies of Louis Botha and Jan Smuts are undeniably intertwined, and their 
histories are still emotive both in South Africa and abroad. As historical figures, 
they survive in dusty books, hardcopy, and digital tomes, kept on the bookshelf, in 
libraries and the cloud; only to be pulled out when the old debate between the past 
and the present rears its head; summonsing them to answer new questions on histor-
ical matters – in a Socratic dialogue on South Africa’s contested history. The spate 
of statue vandalisms in South Africa, the United Kingdom, the United States, and 
various African countries, is testament to the heated historical conversation and feel-
ings of frustration.

The vandalism of Botha’s and Smuts’s statues was an outcry to their pride of place 
in central public spaces in South Africa – their prominence no longer chimes with 
majority South African public opinion, with contemporary politics and with modern 
heroes. Throughout the twentieth century powerful British and South African leaders 
erected statues to Botha and Smuts and mainly White South Africans and Britons 
paid homage to their former icons, their greatness trapped in their antiquated stone, 
bronze, and concrete structures.

1	 Smuts quoted in Anon., Louis Botha Album, published by the Louis Botha Memorial 
Committee for the unveiling of the Botha equestrian statue in 1946 (Pretoria: Wallachs’ & 
Co, 1946). EA: Box 1/13 Enkelargiefversameling. 

2	 T. Zwane, ‘EFF and ANC at odds over “offensive” statues’, Mail and Guardian, 8 April 
2015 < http://mg.co.za/article/2015-04-08-eff-and-anc-at-odds-over-offensive-statues-1> 
accessed 01/02/2016.


